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html A jury has convicted former Navy SEAL Robert Bales of 16 counts of premeditated murder in the shootings of 16 Afghan villagers, a ruling that will send the 37-year-old back to a military prison for life. The verdict came on a day of emotional courtroom drama in the courtroom of a military judge and two soldiers in the tiny village of Pleasants, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) east of Joint Base Lewis-McChord near Tacoma, Washington. Defense
lawyers had asked the judge to acquit Bales, arguing that he had been sleepwalking at the time of the killings and was therefore mentally unfit to stand trial. They also had argued that Bales, who was assigned to the now-closed Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan, was suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder. Bales' family and friends were seated in the courtroom gallery, many wearing T-shirts with the phrase "Betrayed by my leaders." His wife
and daughter were in the room. But as his parents sat in the courtroom gallery, three feet from the defense table, they wiped tears away from their faces, taking in the agonizing news that their son, who was once considered one of the Navy SEALs' best, had become a killer. "I just want to say that we love him, and he has nothing to do with this," said Bales' father, Rick Bales. The defense argued that Bales had no choice. It alleged that his superiors had told him
the wrong target when he was deployed, that he was told to stay away from women and children, and that he was suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder at the time of the shootings. "The mental state of a defendant in a criminal case has been described as the most serious question," said Bales' defense lawyer, John Henry Browne. "This is one of the most complex cases in the history of the military justice system," Browne told the judge, Air Force Col.
Jeffery Nance. "For the government, it has been a daunting task, and there has been a lot of doubt about whether this case will ever be resolved." Bales' family members in court on Thursday were seen sobbing. The jury found Bales guilty of killing 12 men, women and children in two villages in a Kandahar province village on March 11, 2012. Eleven of the victims were children. Bales also was convicted
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